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Jim West, 2.C, 2018
Bronze, Steel, Aluminum and Kinetics
19' (5.79m), Sphere 42” (106.68 cm), Weight 2500 lbs. (1,133.9809 Kg)
McIlroy Center for Science and Innovation, Science, Technology & Innovation Facility, Pittsburgh, PA

2.C is not an object; it is a question to be pondered. It challenges us to see the world in a very diﬀerent way. Literally and ﬁguratively, it refers to Albert
Einstein. 2.C represents a diﬀerent way of seeing what we know and oﬀers yet another way to understand our world. It is static but dynamic. It is
energy made visible. Where space and time are relative. Where light bends and intersects.
Indigenous pre-literate people once referred to this phenomenon as ‘looking through the ﬁre’…as inhabiting a state of being where one could look
beyond the superﬁcial to feel what was not seen.
This sculpture incorporates straight and curved lines in front of a sphere to represent how light and time bend. A third line takes the shape of a spinal
cord, which is symbolic of our humanity. 2C moves and changes over time, as do our own perspectives; when we change the way we look at things, the
things we look at will change.
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Jim West, Split Inﬁnity, 2018
Cast Bronze, Gold Patina, Textiles
Torso: 110”x79” (279.40cm x 200.66cm), Weight: 950 lbs. (430.91Kg); Legs: 92”x58” (233.68cm x 147.32cm), Weight: 1000 lbs. (453.59Kg)
Collection of the Artist, Pittsburgh, PA

Not unlike Einstein himself, this monumental and multi-dimensional sculpture is the physical manifestation of Einstein’s time and space continuum.
It is the emotional equivalent to special relativity, where Einstein literally pulls himself through time and space to rediscover who he was. It
acknowledges his struggle with loneliness and rejection, but celebrates the triumph of self-awareness over doubt. But, more than celebrating its
own liberation from the pull of gravity and inertia, Split Inﬁnity challenges each of us to celebrate our uniqueness, embrace our own reality and,
ultimately, to reconsider who we really are.
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Jim West, Point of View, 2006
Bronze Monument Sculpture, Stone, Concrete
9.5’ x 105‘ x 45’ (2.89m x 32.00m x 13.72m)
Grand View Scenic Byway and Park, Pittsburgh, PA

Placed atop Mount Washington, the highest point overlooking the City of Pittsburgh, this larger-than-life-sized bronze monument depicts a meeting
between then Major George Washington and Seneca Indian leader Guyasuta in October 1770. First allies, then opponents in the French & Indian War,
they met again seventeen years later to revisit the past and debate the future of this rich, fertile, and highly strategic geographic region. Though
their ideas diﬀered about the fate of the Pittsburgh and the Ohio Valley, history proved both men to be right. Point of View captures a moment in
time between two formidable leaders whose actions had a huge impact on Pittsburgh, Southwestern Pennsylvania, and the country that would
be America.
The piece marks the westernmost end of the Grand View Scenic Byway and Park, an oﬀicial Pennsylvania Scenic Byway. Point of View was dedicated
on October 25, 2006 by Mayor Luke Ravenstahl and Warren Skye (HoinJaGwaGohn) along with period re-enactors, sculptor Jim West, the Mt.
Washington Community Development Corporation, local residents, and members of the Seneca Nation.
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Jim West, No Recess Please, 2019
Steel, Sand, Marble, Brick, Fiber
14’ x 6’ x 8’ (4.27m x 1.83m x 2.44m)
Collection of the Artist, Pittsburgh, PA

This playground is a monument. A cenotaph. A tribute. And “recess” is a metaphor, for the loss of innocence. A child’s swing left empty, hanging
motionless and still, in recognition of a life once lived, and a life that has been lost. An I-beam forms a gallows, on which a building has been
perched. The reenactment of a tragedy. A homage to a child. The sculpture tells the story, without the need for words, of a little girl who came, and
went, but who will never be forgotten.
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Jim West, Despair and Anger, 2017
Steel, Bronze, Light and Audio
10’ x 12’ (3.05m x 3.66m)
Collection of the Artist, Pittsburgh, PA

Both literal and conceptual, this raw and intense, 90-second multi-sensory journey through light, sound, and the spoken word invites the viewer to
experience two very distinct emotions. As human beings we have the innate capacity to feel more than one emotion at a time. Despair and Anger is
the object, the subject, and the consequence of engaging with this visceral installation. Entering a darkened space, one is confronted and conﬂicted
by images and narrative. One is powerless to intervene or to alter what is happening. The powerful narrative emphasizes the uncomfortable reality
that, all too often, many circumstances are not within our control.
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Jim West, In the East, Brother Benjamin Franklin, 2016
Bronze, Stainless Steel, Marble
9’ x 17’(2.74 m x 5.18m)
Grand Museum and Library, Philadelphia, PA

Inspired by the relationship between Artist Jean Antoine Houdon (1741–1828) and Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790), In The East, Brother Ben Franklin
pays homage to them both. Houdon’s bust of Franklin, the ﬁrst of his canonical portraits of leading ﬁgures in American history, is on display at the
Philadelphia Museum of Art. Artists over the years have referred to Houdon’s sculpture not only as iconic, but as the true likeness of Benjamin
Franklin himself. In deference to this the portrait bust, Jim West recognizes the importance of Franklin, the signiﬁcance of Houdon, and the sincerity
of their friendship by inscribing the date of their ﬁrst meeting on the collar of his 17’ bronze likeness. In an equally symbolic gesture, a ‘nine line’
graphic was added to the sculpture to represent the signiﬁcance of The Muses or Nine Sisters. These inspirational goddesses of literature, science,
and the arts in Greek mythology were considered to be the source of the knowledge embodied in the poetry, lyric songs, and myths that were related
orally for centuries in these ancient cultures.
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Jim West, The Bond, 2017
Bronze, Concrete
9’ high x 12’ wide (2.74m x 3.66m)
Grand Museum and Library, Philadelphia, PA

When Jim West was commissioned to sculpt a narrative about the Masons, the artist embraced the opportunity to work with historians to depict an
episode that commemorates an enduring bond between two nations and the three men that made it possible. When Benjamin Franklin ﬁrst went to
France as a diplomat, he was highly inﬂuential and successful in securing a French Alliance in support for the American War of Independence. George
Washington, at that time, was serving as Commander in Chief of the Continental Army of the American Revolution. Gilbert du Montier Lafayette, who
led the French troops, gifted to George Washington, as a sign of solidarity, a ceremonial apron as a symbol of the bond between these two countries.
The monumental statues sculpted by Jim West depict the moment at which George Washington presented that apron to Benjamin Franklin — an
apron that is now displayed in the Grand Masonic Museum of Philadelphia, outside of which these statues stand.
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Jim West, Our Path, 2018
Rusted Metal
11 1/2’ x 16’ x 4’ (3.50m x 4.88m x 1.22m)
Collection of the Artist, Pittsburgh, PA

This monumental outdoor sculpture delicately laced with intricate water-jet carvings celebrates the beautiful, dramatic, and spectacular gifts of
Mother Nature. It is an epiphany of monumental proportions that reminds us that we are all stewards of this planet and harbingers of things to come.
It speaks to our relationship with the planet we inhabit, and questions how our footprint impacts the Earth we leave behind.
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Jim West, The Walk, 2011
Bronze and Concrete
7’ x 8’ x 5’
Collection of Frank West, Pittsburgh, PA

On March 13, 2011, The Walk was posthumously dedicated on what would have been the 79th birthday of architect, city planner and real-estate
developer, Franklin West. The sculpture shows a ﬁgure that is both ﬁrmly grounded yet striding forward. With one arm swinging freely and one leg
advancing, the sculpture is symbolic of the present, past, and future.
Franklin West’s signature trait was that while he was always cognizant of the impact of his work in the present moment, he remained sensitive to
the legacy that his work would have on future generations, as well as honored the past by respecting tradition and keeping those customs alive.
“There is always a balance, not just in community and architecture but in our lives,” said Franklin. The Walk captures not only his intentions, but
also the essence of the man himself.
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Jim West, Of One, 2013
Bronze
46” x 27” x 14” (116.84cm x 68.58cm x 35.56cm)
Collection of the Artist, Pittsburgh, PA

‘One is not half two,’ wrote e.e. cummings, ‘two are halves of one’. Symbiotic and reciprocal, each supports the other. Of One is exactly that, it is being and
becoming. Each essential to the other, one form becomes two ﬁgures.

Copyright © 2019 Jim West

CURRICULUM VITAE

STATEMENT
TECHNOLOGY FUSED WITH SCULPTURE IN A CONTEMPORARY REINVENTION OF FIGURATIVE ART.
Internationally renowned for his monumental ﬁgurative works in bronze, Jim West brings a bold style and passion to the contemporary art scene with a new series
of interactive sculptures incorporating light, kinetics, and sound. His distinct fusion of technology with sculpture is redeﬁning ﬁgurative art and multi-media
storytelling through intensely visceral, abstract works that ignite uniquely personal, emotional responses. West’s newest ﬁgurative works not only showcase his
depth and breadth as a ﬁne artist, but also reveal a thought-provoking narrative of the times. Provocative yet poignant, his powerful body of work provides an
unparalleled multi-sensory experience for current and future generations. No matter the subject, West’s richly textured sculptures reveal underlying layers of
intention that stimulate, resonate, and evoke thoughtful introspection among diverse audiences who often discover that they too have “lived his story.”

WORKS
2019 Public ~ No Recess Please, Contemporary Sculpture – George Junior Republic, curriculum available
2019 Public ~ Contemporary Scultpure – Hoyt Art Center and Museum
2018 Public ~ 2.C, Contemporary Sculpture – McIlroy Center for Science and Innovation, Science, Technology & Innovation Facility
Gold LEED certiﬁed “green” building
2018 Public ~ Split Inﬁnity, Contemporary/Figurative Bronze – ArtsQuest Center at SteelStacks
2018 Public ~ Our Path, Contemporary Steel Sculpture – Sycamore Island
2017 Public ~ Despair and Anger, War. Multi-Media, FL
2017 Public ~ The Bond, Bronze Sculpture – Grand Masonic Museum of Philadelphia, PA
2017 Public ~ The Edge – Sturgis Museum, SD
2016 Public ~ In The East, Brother Ben Franklin, Bronze Sculpture – Grand Masonic Museum of Philadelphia, PA
2015 Public ~ Reﬂections of Me, Multi Medium Sculpture, Private Collection
2013 Private ~ Of One, Bronze Sculpture
2011 Public ~ The Walk, Figurative Sculpture
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WORKS
2010 Landscape Design/Build ~ Franklin Run/Myoma in PA – Commission in part to save Woodlands
2006 Public ~ Point of View, Figurative Sculpture, Park, and Landscape Design
2005 Private ~ Utter Despair, Abstract Sculpture
2005 Commission ~ The One, Awarded at Bethesda Art Show
2004 Natural Green Wetland and Landscape Design/Build, Cove at St. Charles in Blawnox, PA, Former Scrap Yard
Private Collections in Italy and England as well as nationally throughout United States.

Government, Community, Media Sampling:
MAN UP® Program, George Junior Republic and Hoyt Art Museum
ArtsQuest Center at SteelStacks, Art Education with Youth at Installation of Split Inﬁnity
Whitehouse Attendee, Washington, D.C. – Celebration of the Arts
Poetry Out Loud, Chancellor
Senate of Pennsylvania Special Recognition 2006 Recognition for Artistic Accomplishments and Honors
City of Pittsburgh ~ Proclamation of Accomplishments in Art
Washington Post Articles • Voyage, Chicago • Shady Ave Magazine • Tribune Review
Pittsburgh’s East Liberty Valley Book – 2008
Western PA History Museum – Cover Summer 2007 edition
Mt. Washington Duquesne Heights Book • Pittsburgh Post Gazette – front page
Teach Sculpture Classes at urban High School
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts – Council Member, currently
Masonic Museum on Preservation of Monuments, currently
Episcopal Diocese of Western Pennsylvania – Past Architectural Committee Chairman
Pine Creek Watershed, Past Board Member, Environmental Concerns
Pace School (special needs children K through 12), Past Board Member
St. Andrew’s Church, Past Board President
Lauri Ann West Memorial Library, Past Board Member
Western PA President Development Council, Founding Past President
Children’s Dyslexia Center Pittsburgh, Vice President, Past/Current Board Member
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